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The impact of 
CD-ROMS 

on libraries 
The number of commercially available CD-ROMs is  
doubling each year, according to "CD-ROMs in print 
1991: an international guide". This year there are 1400 
titles available, in 1990 there were 600 and in 1989 less 
than 300. Subjects which are covered range from the 
Bible to the British Library Catalogue, business news to 
maps, tyre catalogues to journal abstracts. 

The implications of this new technology are very far- 
reaching. Sources of information which were only 
previously available through online searching or long, 
painstaking scanning of printed abstracts are suddenly 
accessible to the reader at the press of a return key. 
What is more, the reader is positively encouraged to 
use the CD-ROM once the library has made the initial 
outlay for its purchase, as long periods of use will help 
to justify the expense. 

However, it is once the reader has printed or downloaded 
his list of references that the library's problems begin. 
Many of the databaseswhich are availableon CD-ROM 
will have been compiled from international sourcesand 
will contain references to journals which even the 
largest librarieswill not have in stock. It isoften possible 
to highlight the library's holdings on the CD-ROM but 
it is still probable that the reader will find many other 
references which he would like to see. 

At this stage there seem to be three courses of action 
open to the reader. He can try to obtain a reprint of the 
paper by writing directly to the authors, who are often 
pleased to supply off prints so that their work can reach 
a wider readership; he can apply for the papers through 
interlibrary loan; or he can quote direct from the 
abstract without taking the time and trouble to see the 
original paper. This last practice is probably more 
widespread than wewould like to think and hasserious 
implications for the quality of original research in the 
future. In fact, because of the delays involved in 
obtaining papers from their authors, the ILL option 
seems the most satisfactory. CD-ROMs are bound to 
generate more work for interlibrary loans librarians. 

One to consider for your collection: "About cows" 
$49.95, coverage B.C. to present. An extensive 
collection of bovine history trivia, nostalgia and folklore. 
It is sprinkled with anecdotes from farmers, 
cheesemakers. veterinarians and others. 
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